
December has descended upon Fife High School which means that we are transitioning 

into the second phase of the school year.  Fall sports have ended and the next wave of 
athletes move indoors to the gymnasium to compete at high levels.  Also, our staff and 

student body are working diligently in the classroom to finish the 1st semester.  Overall, we 
have much to celebrate from the fall while at the same time there are items that need to be 

at the forefront as we look toward the future. 
 
Fall Sports Success 

Congratulations to all of our athletes and coaches for an exceptional fall sports season.  

Because of their efforts, Fife High School captured five Nisqually League championships, 
three West Central District championships, and sent four teams on to state competition.  

The culmination of this success was the girls’ soccer team capturing their second straight 
WIAA state soccer title.  As we all know, a 1st place team finish is a rare occurrence but to 

have it come two years in a row is a tremendous accomplishment.  Great job Trojans! 
  
Graduation Requirements and the Collection of Evidence 

As you are probably aware, students wishing to graduate from Fife High need to meet both 

state and district requirements.  Specifically, these requirements include: 
Earn 27 credits in the proper subject areas in grades 9-12 

Pass all required Washington State assessments (WASL) or approved alternatives 
Complete the Fife High School Graduation Project 

Beginning this year, those seniors that have not met standard in the reading and/or 
writing WASL will participate in an alternative option called the Collection of Evidence 

(COE).  While this does not preclude these students from retaking the WASL in the spring, 
the COE may provide an opportunity for some to meet standard and gain access to a 

diploma.  Students that fall in this category will be notified in early December about the 
requirements for the COE and the schedule to complete the necessary work associated with 

this option.  Also, parents will receive a letter soon outlining the process. 
 
Upcoming Dates of Importance 

Be on the lookout for 2nd quarter progress grades to be delivered home the week of 

December 8.  Our Music Department Winter Concert will occur on December 17.  In 
addition, semester finals will happen on January 22 and 23.  Both are half days with the 

afternoon dedicated to schedule changes for students.  Finally, our second semester will 
begin on January 27. 

 
I hope that you and your entire family have a wonderful holiday season. 

 
Mark Knight 

Principal 

From the Principal’s Desk... 

 ASB News and Views... 
Fife High shines brighter than ever. The food drive kicked off on the 10th of 

November and the students took it upon themselves to successfully meet the challenge of 

filling the shelves of the Fife Food Bank. Students worked tirelessly bringing in bags and 

bags of food. The girl asks guy dance, Tolo, was a hit this year. Themed “Get your Neon” 

was a fun night for all who attended. School spirit is going strong and received an extra 

boost this month when Fife was named by Evening Magazine; “Most Spirited School” in 

Washington!  FHS beat out schools such as the University of Washington and Washington 

State University!  With no signs of slowing down, FHS looks to have another wonderful year 

and to what the future will bring.  Happy Holidays! 
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Fall Sports State Playoff News 
 

Fife High School’s varsity sports have finished up a phenomenal fall season.  Five teams were first in the 2A Nisqually 
League:  Girlsõ Swim, Girlõs Cross Country, Volleyball,   Soccer, and Boysõ Tennis.   

Girlsõ swim took fourth among 2A schools in state competition on Saturday, November 15.  Highlights included power-

house performances by senior Nakayla Chan, who set one 2A state record and won two individual events and one     
relay;  senior Alicia Cleveland, won one individual event and one relay;  and junior Megan Harkness, who was fifth in 
state in an individual event and first in a relay.  Nakayla Chan will be signing to swim for the University of Nevada at 
Las Vegas next year. 

Girlsõ Cross Country earned a ninth place finish in 2A state competition on November 8.  Junior Jaimie McFarland 
earned 23rd in state. 

Girlsõ Soccer successfully defended their state title from last year, taking 1st in State for the second year in a row!  On 
Friday, November 21, the FHS girls beat Archbishop Murphy 1-0 at Harry Lang Stadium.  And then Saturday, November 
22, went up against Cedarcrest to capture the title!  Senior Amanda Roselli was chosen by the Morning News   Tribune 
as an All Area Athlete and she is joined by teammates Stephanie McFarland, Ryann Waldman, Kaitlin McCaffrey, 
Gena Gaylord, Colleen Phillips, Maloree Langdon, Jessica Colburn, Jessica Crabill, Haley Shaw, Brittney Tanabe, 

Cassi Cain, Kaylee Shelton, Laurie Kilcup, Kaylee Kramer, Bailey Nirider, and Shelby Hutton. 
 
Volleyball also entered state competition in Kennewick as one of the top sixteen 2A teams in the state.  The team placed 

9th in the State Playoffs.  Varsity players include senior captains Jessica Baker, Allison Beardsley, and Cami    
Lubereski;  juniors Lacey Bailey, Sydney Behrendt, and Kacee Woods;  and sophomores Taylor Dillard, Alysha  
Hassell, Amanda Koke, Jessica Miller, Kyla Nakamura, and Kayla Williams.  This team promises to be a powerhouse 
in the league and state for several years to come. 
 
Amanda Fox                                                                                                                                                     
Dean of Students/Athletic Director 

Booster Club 

Are you looking for the perfect holiday gift for your Trojan fan?  Check out the Booster Club link on the Fife High      

website.  You will find lots of clothing and spirit items to suit everyone’s taste.   You can purchase the items at the Hot 

Spot student store during school hours or by calling booster club merchandise man Chris Heiberg at 253-952-4202.   

Either way you are guaranteed to find just the right blue and gold t-shirt, sweatshirt, pajama pants or blanket to please 

all the Trojan enthusiasts on your shopping list.   Don’t forget Booster Club meets the second Monday of each month at 

7:00 pm in room 601.   All Trojan supporters are welcome to attend.      

 

Attendance is Success... 

We are well on our way through the year and I want to encourage parents and children to value good attendance.  
Teachers can’t impart knowledge to students who aren’t in class and the class misses out on insight that could have 
been shared by your student. Habits developed now can affect your student all their life. Employers need to know they 
can count on their employees to be on the job everyday and college professors won’t coddle students that miss their 
classes.  

Also, I want to remind you that according to State Law we must file a BECCA Truancy Petition on any student that has 
5 unexcused absences in a 30 day period or 10 in a school year. So it is imperative that you contact the attendance   
office to excuse any legitimate absences.   

Thanks for your co-operation. Have a wonderful holiday break.  

Elaine Peretti 

Attendance Secretary  

253-517-1120 



Fife FBLA Newsé                                                           
On October 22, twenty-two FHS FBLA members attended the Fall Peninsula & Capital Region FBLA Conference in Shelton, WA. This 

FBLA fall conference had helpful and goal oriented workshops like FBLA 101 for new members, or public speaking tips taught by 

Fife’s very own JunHo Lee, Washington State FBLA President. All of the workshops offered great advice and make one want to aspire 

to be a truly great FBLA member. The beginning of the conference started with a keynote address from Trudy Robbins, Program 

Director for Peninsula College Challenge Course and Youth Programs. She discussed the key lessons to be learned from leadership 

and what ideals she had in mind for the future. Her speech consisted of many parallels linking the parts of the body to cleaver   

leadership related meanings. For example, the ears of a FBLA member should always be listening and allow clear thoughts to come 

into the mind. This would apply in all of our lives. At the end of the conference the FBLA State officers team held an FBLA local 

chapter officer induction ceremony for all of the chapter officers in attendance. The conference went well and FHS FBLA  looks for-

ward to what the future holds. If you have any FBLA questions please contact Ms. Hilzendeger                                                                 

lhilzendeger@fife.k12.wa.us   or Ms. Thomas at cthomas@fife.k12.wa.us or by phone at 253.517.1100. 

FHS FBLA Events:  

Saturday, December 6, 11:00 am ð 1:00 pm, FBLA Practice at FHS in Room 427, pizza and pop provided.  

Thursday, December 18, dues deadline, dues are $20.  

Thursday, January 29 @ 7:00 pm, FBLA Showcase at the CJHS PAC.  

Tuesday, February 10, 2009, all day, Peninsula Region Competitive Events Conference at Kitsap Convention Center in Bremerton.   

Saturday, February 21, 2009, FBLA/Milgard Basketball Tournament all day at the FHS gym.  

April 9 ð 11, 2009, during FHS spring break, FBLA State Conference in Spokane, WA.  

June 22 ð 29, 2009, FBLA National Conference in Anaheim, CA.  

Ms. Laura Hilzendeger  

Business & Marketing Teacher 

 

 

  

FHS Presents: 

Agatha Christieõs 

òAnd Then There Were Noneó 

The story is set on a vacation home on an island, 

where eight guests, a butler and a cook are gathered.  

They think they're about to enjoy a relaxing weekend, but 

each one carries a dark secret - and one guest has murder 

in his or her heart. One by one, the guests suffer a terrible 

fate. Can the survivors - or the audience - discover the 

 identity of the murderer before it's too late? 

 Directed by Teresa and David Hockman                        

Cast One     Cast Two 

 Friday, Dec 5 @ 7:00      Saturday, Dec 6 @ 7:00 

            Saturday, Dec 6 @ 2:00    Sunday, Dec 7 @ 2:00 

 

TROJAN DIGITAL MEDIA 
Emmy Award winning Trojan Digital Media is back in                 

action.  Outfitted with a new lab and up to date  

production gear, Trojan Digital Media  students will  

continue learning valuable skills which will enable them  

to communicate more effectively by using digital media.   

To view  the students work visit us online at: 

  

 http://www.fifeschools.com/fhs/staff/ 

 jshula/videos/videos_podcasts.htm 

 

From our website you can view episodes of Trojan TV and 

other student video projects.  Check back to our website 

often to catch exciting new  broadcasts. For more  

information contact John Shula, Fife High School  

Videography teacher.  

  

jshula@fife.k12.wa.us 

Donõt forget to order your  

YEARBOOK!  

They are going FASSSST!  

http://www.fifeschools.com/fhs/

http://www.fifeschools.com/fhs/staff/jshula/videos/videos_podcasts.htm
http://www.fifeschools.com/fhs/staff/jshula/videos/videos_podcasts.htm
mailto:jshula@fife.k12.wa.us


Counseling Center  
 

College Deadlines Quickly Approaching!  
Applications:  Many of the 4 -year colleges have upcoming deadlines for fall admissions.  Your senior should complete their 
application very soon!  
 
*It pays to frequently check the scholarship page on our web site:// www.fifeschools.com/fhs/counseling/index.html . 

Financial Aid:   The FAFSA form is available on -line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Remember these forms can be submitted from 
Jan. 1st, 2009 and thereafter.  The sooner your studentõs FAFSA form is completed, the more likely they are to qualify for 
some financial aid.  

College Update  Seniors planning to attend a four year college next fall, by now should have taken, or at least be registered 
for an ACT or SAT test.  Test dates and registration information are on the internet (ACT.org or Collegeboard.com).   The 
next step in the process is to actually apply to the college.  Seniors interested in attending a four year college next fall should 
complete those applications NOW.  Missed deadlines mean missed opportunities!  

End of Semester Coming Quickly!  
The last day of first semester, January 23rd, will be here sooner than you think!!!  Progress reports will be sent home in ea rly  
December.  Students still have time to raise those grades!  The grades earned for first semester become part of their      
permanent high school transcript and grade point average.  Please encourage your students to finish the semester strong!  

FREE tutoring!  There is free tutoring available after school on Mondays in room 509 and Wednesdays in room 424 for all 
students in ALL subjects.  What a great opportunity! Students received their first progress report the second week of     
October.  If you didnõt like those grades, be sure your student takes advantage of the tutoring.   

OPEN LAB ~ The Computer Lab  is open after school in room 407 (study hall), Tuesdays &Thursdays from 2:30 -4 P.M. 

Test Information  

 SAT Test dates   Registration deadline  Late Registration  

 Jan 24        Dec 26   Jan 6  

 Mar 14     Feb 10  Feb 24  

 May 2      March 31   Apr 9  

 June 6      May 5  May 15 

 Cost $45.00   www.collegeboard.com   (+$23.00 late fee)  

 ACT Test dates  Registration deadline  Late Registration   

 Feb 7       Jan 6   Jan 16 

 Apr 4        Feb 27   Mar 13 

 June 13       May 8  May 22  

Cost $31  www.ACT.org   Writing, additional $15 (+$20 late fee)  

 

Career Center  

Students can stop by the Career Center in person or check out the FHS on -line Career Center:  
http://www.fifeschools.com/resources/careercenter/index.html  
 
FHS Graduation Project ñòConnect what you learn to your futureó Students create electronic portfolios using an on -line 
program called Career Cruising for their Graduation Project. Students can log on to their portfolio using their own password 
anywhere they have internet access. Check out Career Cruising at: www.careercruising.com  
  
Earn Free College Credit with the Dual Credit Program!  Over 20 Fife High School Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
classes earn college credit from Tacoma Community College, Pierce College, Clover Park and Bates Technical Colleges. If     
students earn a òBó or better grade, they will earn both high school and college creditñfree! Check out the Dual Credit      
program information on the FHS online Career Center for a list of classes. Students can enroll for free college credit at 
www.pc3connect.org 

Travel to Europe Summer 2009!   Join FHS on a 11 day tour to Ireland, Scotland, and England. Students, parents, and family 
are all eligible to travel. Log on to www.explorica.com and enter tour center# Johnson- 8895 . 

 

Free SAT Review Sessions!  

DeVry University in Federal Way 

SAT Mathematics, Writing & Critical Reading 

Review 

Call or email to make your reservation:  

Jodi Handley 253.943.3056 

or jhandley@devry.edu   

Saturdays: 2/28/09 & 4/18/09  

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.ACT.org
http://www.fifeschools.com/resources/careercenter/index.html
http://www.careercruising.com
http://www.pc3connect.org
http://www.explorica.com
mailto:jhandley@devry.edu


 

Boys and Girls Basketball  

Fundamentals Clinic  

 

When:  Saturdays 10am -11am on the  

following dates:  

Jan -10 th/24 th/30 th 

Feb-7th/17 th/21st 

Location:   Fife High School  

Cost:   $5.00 per player/per session.  

No sign ups.  

Simply pay when you come.  

Ages:   Boys and Girls grades K -8th  

 

              Renaissance  
 Senior Gold   Senior Blue   Senior White 

 Aldrick Antonio   Chrissy Branch   Aubree Lefor 

 Elizabeth Feller   Brittany Bridges   Mary Kim 

 Maloree Langdon   Jennifer Castro     

 JunHo Lee   Irving Estera 

 Ariel Mitchell   Gena Gaylord 

 Colleen Phillips    Emma Gremer  

 Adara Schweikart    Chandra Haggard  

 Allison Zurawski    Piya Iselin  

     Sandra Kairichi  

     Andrea Kang  

     Jordan Lewis 

     Laurie Kilcup 

     Kylee Kindt  

     Kaitlin McCaffrey  

     Nikita Rivera 

     Abu Sheriff  

     Patricia VanderHoeven 

 

 Junior Gold   Junior Blue  Junior White 

 Michiko Araki   Maverick Antonio   Alicia Pham  

 Janae Butterfield    Devan Bennion   Jinah Kang 

 Robyn Fernando   Kat Blunt 

 Alyssa Gendron    Megan Harkness  

 Kyle McCrossin   Shelby Hutton 

 Cody McKenzie    Jeff Kohls  

 Niko Pascua    Anna Moore 

 Trevor Paulson    Christine Ngo 

 Haley Rathburn   Anne Phillips 

 Devin Ritchey    Abigail Rupert  

 William Ross   Holli Spitzli 

 Caitlin Schille    Tara Tippen 

 Robert Shaw 

 Kristi Vogel  

 Kacee Woods 

 Ghee-Hee Yang 

 UNPAID FEES OR 

FINES?  

 

Get your fees and fines taken care of early.  See the 

bookkeeper before school, during lunch or after school.   

If you have questions about your students bill please 

call the bookkeeper at 253.517.1100.  

The following privileges will be withheld until fines are 

paid:  

Diploma  

Transcripts  

You can now take care of any fee or fine online!  

Visit us at:  fifeschools.com/FHS/webstore  



We’re on the Web! 

www.fifeschools.com 

5616 20th St E 

Tacoma, WA 98424 

December 2008 

 

Happy Holidays!. 

Fife High School 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy your Winter Break  

December 22 ~ January 2 

~ 

No school:  

January 19 

MLK Day 

~ 

LID (Learning Improvement 

Day) January 26  

~ 

2nd Semester begins Tuesday, 

January 27 

~ 

Mid-winter Break  

February 16 ~ 18 

~ 

IMPORTANT 

WASL DATES: 

March 16-17ñ Reading 

18-19 ñ Writing 

April 13-14 ñ Math 

20-21ñ Science 

~ 

Spring Break 

April 6 ~ 10 

In the winter, kids are often close together at school due to bad 

weather and they may be sick. This is how influenza (“flu”) may 

spread so quickly. The symptoms are fever, body aches, cough, sore 

throat and stuffy nose. Children may also bring home this virus 

and make other family members sick. The flu can sometimes 

lead to more serious illnesses. A flu vaccination given every 

year may help stop you and your family from getting sick from 

the flu.  

Doctors are now recommending that all children from 6 months to 

18 years get the flu vaccine every year. Having your child 

immunized against the flu may mean: 

Less days absent from school 

Less days for parents to have to stay home with a sick child 

Less chance of the child spreading flu to family members at high risk for 

serious complications such as infants and the elderly 

Your child may get a flu shot from their doctor or at one of the mobile immunization 

sites for children in Pierce County. For a list of the mobile immunization clinics, call 

(253) 798-2987 or visit www.tpchd.org. 

 

New Flu Vaccine Recommendations... 
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